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thief, Geographic Research Area

GRA Contribution to the Semi-Annual Report to the President ts Board
of Consultants on Foreign Economic and Geographic Intelligence
Activities

I. Economic end Geopraphic Intelligence Production

1. Further progress was mede in the production of uncouventional
warfare feasibility studies in accordsnce with the progrem establighed by
interested agencies. One such study, completed previcusly, was used in
analysis snd planning relsted to the Indonesien rebellion.

2. Sharply-increased geogrephic intelligence was produced on
nuclesr energy sites and guided missile ranges in the USSR, including analyses
of the testing site on Novaya Zemlys and the migsile renge in Cheva. Study of
Soviet geodetic and grevimetric cepebilities continned to provide esszential
support to the reliable amssessment of Soviel plans and capabilities in the
earth satellite and missiles field.

3. An epalysis of Soviet IGY activities and intentions wes
contributed to s Special Fational Intelligence Estimate on Auntarctice.

4. Specisl studies of Horth African and Letin Americen boundary
problems, contrasting netional policies on territorial waters, and the
internal sdministrative divisions of Free World and Bloc countries were
among other geographic research activities.

1I. Mejor Intelligence Gaps

B. Geogrephic Intelligence

1. As s result of the particular efforts of ithe CIA and the
Depariment of the Army during the period under review, the lack of adequate
tepographic meps of the USSR bas been recognized by all concerned agencies
as & critical intelligence deficiency. 4 fully coordipated collection progrem
is being developed which brings to bear on the problem the concentrated
regources of the intelligence comnnity.
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2. V¥hile the flow of intellligence from Bgypt snd Syris has
heen sharply reduced, conditions related toc other parts of the Near East
ghow spotty improvement. For instence, one major gep was recently eliminated
with the scguisition of all Iraqi maps--including over 6,000 topographic
maps--produced since 1947. A potentially sericus collection problem remains
with respect to Africa.

IIXI. Dissemipation and Utilization of ORR Products

B. Geographic Intelligence

1. Intelligence on the lmportance of U. 8. techniesl superiority
in the production of gravimeters was suppllied to the Department of Comerce,
and led to the revocatlon of licenses for the export of gravimeters to Poland.

2. Intelligence provided to the Pepariment of State was utilized
in the settlement of the 8panish-Moroccan dispute followlng U. 8. intervention.

3. A representative of ORR briefed the President and the Nelicnal
Security Council on the military geograpby of Sumaire.

, 4. A letter wes received from the Assistant Chief of 8taff,
Intelligence, USAF, comending the A,,,ency for the support given to USAF in
the field of Bveslon and Escape.

IV. gGuidance to Collectors end Iutelligence Collection Activities

1.  As noted in parsgreph II above, mejor progress has been achieved
in developing a coordinated inter-agency program for the collection of
Soviet topogrephic meps. A comprehensive stetement of scale end area
priorities has been provided to the clandestine gervices for planning
purposes . Additionsl detmiled guidance is under preparation.

2. A proposasl for the exchenge of geogrephers between the U. 8.
end the USBR is under consideration by the Best-West Exchenge Staff,
Department of BState. 8Should the exchange be successfully negotiated, it
is anticipated that & substantisl net intelligence refturn will be reslized
by the United 8Btates.
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